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farmers increase their income and are
profitable. Numerous projects have been
implemented in order to fulfill the set goals.

To promote the consumption healthy local food
at a household level, two projects have been
implemented to help people of low-income
access local food. One project awarded mini-
grants to five farmers’ markets to test new
promotional strategies designed to encourage
SNAP customers to shop at farmers’ markets.
Some markets used the grants to host cooking
demonstrations to attract more customers,
others provided a “market match” that gives
SNAP participants two dollars of goods for every
SNAP dollar spent. Another project funds a
“mobile market” that will provide local produce to
low-income populations and senior centers
across West Virginia. The “mobile market” can
be thought of as a farmers’ market inside of a
bus. The bus will allow low-income populations
access to farmers’ market quality produce
without having to worry about transportation to
and from a stationary market.

Helping teachers teach using school gardens is
a project that encourages youth and new
farmers to participate in the agricultural
economy. In October of 2013, over 50 teachers
from across the state attended a School Garden
Symposium, hosted by the WVFFC. The
symposium was a training course in garden-
based education. To further encourage the use
of gardens as classroom tools, a website
(wvschoolgardens.org) was established. The
website is filled with lesson plan ideas that are
centered on the use of a garden.

The West Virginia Farm to School Community
Development Group continues to build its
strategy to help schools and farmers increase
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